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The difficulties of ensuring good government
in autonomous units are not peculiar to India.
The problem exists in a very marked degree
in the United States. The United States
Government, which may interfere to put down
crime in Cuba or Nicaragua, has no authority
to do>so in Chicago, which is by universal
acceptance the metropolis of organised crime.
The obvious and gross corruption and mis-
government in many American states con-
stitute a testimony to their persisting sove-
reignty. Lord Bryce states the problem as
follows:
' What, then/ the European reader may
ask, * is the National Government without
the power and the duty of correcting the
social and political evils which it may find
to exist in a particular state, and which a vast
majority of the nation may condemn ? Sup-
pose widespread brigandage to exist in one
of the States, endangering life and property.
Suppose contracts to be habitually broken,
and no redress to be obtainable in State
courts. Suppose the police to be in league
with assassins. Suppose the most mis-
chievous laws to be enacted. ... Is the
nation obliged to stand by with folded arms,